New Mepia AND HumAN RIGHTS

elebrating the right

to articulate

The right of expression and speech is one of the most fundamental
of human rights which has been curbed by many a countries and
civilizations, though with the world moving forward through the
World Wide Web people are finding alternative spaces and ways to
articulate, reach out and express, cutting through the distances and
boundaries resulting in a connected, albeit virtual, global village of
sorts. The distances are breaking down, not just as those arenas are
penetrated, but more importantly as the number of conversations
multiply and find their way into public media and wider circulation.

Convergence of Media-online

The convergence of media and wider participation in
communication through the Internet is creating a global information
revolution permeating through the world and bypassing efforts of
nearly all governments of the region to control the print and
broadcast media. This information features more of everything:
media, especially transnational media, information, and erosion of
boundaries to communication sometimes erected by state
monopolies. It erodes attempts to limit public discourse to the
promotion of acceptable views. The real change due to convergence
of various media and the growth of the online media is not the
emergence of alternative voices in public media, but probably their
sheer variety.

The Internet is a global phenomenon, but with a distinct regional
profile. Part of the reason for its growth is that the technology is
readily available and largely off-the-shelf, with the costs low.
Generally for ‘end’ users, the cost of equipment and connections,
limited infrastructure, and
the overwhelming English
language medium have kept
the Internet beyond reach.
But now with more and more
usage of language interfaces
the Internet penetration rates are
going up.

Technologies from cassette
recording to satellite TV to the
Internet accelerated
communication,  bypassed
gatekeepers, reduced the social
distance between sender and
receiver, segmented markets, and
given voice and place to special,
even to passing, interests.

have
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Sometimes 1 wonder about my life. 1
lead o small life. Well, not small, but
valuable. And sometimes I wonder, do
1 do it because I like it, or because 1
haven’t been brave? 1 don’t really want
an answer. 1 just want to send this

cosmic question out into the void...
Kathleen Kelly- You’ve Got Mail

An alternate universe- Blogosphere

Technology has brought into the public arena conventions and
practices of face-to-face communication that mass communications
had relegated to a ‘privat’ realm, expanding the reach and what s in
public. Blogs represent such a space wherein the public sphere is
enriched by people and communities by more conversations and
more ways of recognising themselves and their lives in public
discourse. Thinking of ‘spaces’, it represents a great innovation that
came out of nowhere. Blogging is so popular in the world because
of the innovation that’s there.

Blog hopping - Voices Online

Blogging has become a global phenomenon with the number of
blogs doubling after every 3 months worldwide. It is not only a
publishing medium but also a vibrant form of personal expression.

Here’s a peek into some virtual organisations which support the

innovation:
Global Voices Online is a non-profit global citizens’ media project,
sponsored by and launched from the Berkman Center for Internet
and Society at the Harvard Law School. A growing number of
bloggers around the world are emerging as ‘bridge bloggers’: people
who are talking about their country or region to a global audience.
Global Voices is the guide to the most interesting conversations,
information, and ideas appearing around the world on various forms
of participatory media such as blogs, podcasts, photo sharing sites,
and videoblogs.

A global team of regional blogger-editors is works to find,
aggregate and track these
conversations. Each day they link
to 5-10 of the most interesting blog
posts from their regions in the ‘daily
roundups’ section. A larger group
of contributing bloggers is posting
daily features in the left-hand
Weblog section, shedding light on
what blogging communities in
their countries have been talking
about recently.

Ata time when the international
English-language media ignores
many things that are important to
large numbers of the world’s
citizens, Global Voices aims to
redress some of the inequities in
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media attention by leveraging the power of citizens’ media. The

main aims of the organisation are:

1) To call attention to the most interesting conversations and
perspectives emerging from citizens media around the world by
linking to text, audio, and video blogs and other forms of
grassroots citizens’ media being produced by people around the
world.

2) To facilitate the emergence of new citizens’ voices through training,
online tutorials, and publicising the ways in which open-source
and free tools can be used safely by people around the world to
express themselves.

3) To advocate for freedom of expression around the world and to
protect the rights of citizen journalists to report on events and
opinions without fear of censorship or persecution.

Media Bloggers Association is a non-partisan organisation
dedicated to pro-
moting, protecting and
educating its members;
supporting the
development of
‘blogging’ or ‘citizen
journalism’ as a distinct
form of media; and
helping to extend the
power of the press, with

all the rights and

Global

The world is alking. Are you listening!
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for disseminating information about, and ending human rights
abuses around the world. A blogger can stand with the victims and
activists to prevent discrimination uphold political freedom, protect
people from inhumane treatment in wartime, and campaign to
bring offenders to justice. Human rights violations can be exposed
and abusers can be held accountable. Governments and those who
hold power to end abusive practices and respect international human
rights law can be held responsible. Public and the international
community to support the cause of human rights for all are enlisted.
The works feature help to put a human face on threats to individual
freedom and dignity, and celebrate the power of the human spirit
and intellect to prevail. It seeks to empower everyone with the
knowledge that personal commitment can make a very real
difference.

The individual presences of various communities and people
collectively through different
media has constituted
community of
across

a new
communication
countries, open to more
participants, and interactive in
a way that traditional
broadcasting has not been. At
its best, blogging is all about
= change. The
format suits
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blogging and citizen journalism.

* Protecting members by defending
the rights of bloggers, providing
first-line legal advice to members.

* Educating its members through mutual support and robust

Bt

internal discussion, by partnering with organizations dedicated

to education in the area of technology, methods and standards.
It celebrates diversity of experience, purpose and opinion. The
members include veteran and newly minted bloggers, seasoned
journalists and those who don’t consider themselves journalists,
political conservatives, moderates and liberals. People join the
association for various reasons: to promote freedom of expression in
cyberspace, for mutual support, education, training, legal support,
collegiality, greater visibility for their efforts.

Blogging for Human Rights

Human Rights Watch has been committed to upholding the right
to free expression since its beginnings in the 1970s. It is dedicated
to protecting the human rights of people around the world. Itis an
independent, nongovernmental organisation, supported by
contributions from private individuals and foundations worldwide

In recognition of the power of blogs Human Rights Watch has
encouraged them as they have created an enormous opportunity
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continues to
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grow so!

Challenges and the future ahead

The creation of these alternative spaces has also meant thata lot of
issues have also come into play. With the freedom of expression, a
certain dilemma comes into play with respect to content control,
privacy protection, education, moral and cultural values,
multilingualism and cultural diversity, youth, common heritage of
mankind — knowledge and information on the Internet. A quandary
as to whether or not there should be an organisation to administer
is still to be resolved.

Several approaches have been taken to defining the scope of
such Internet governance. The narrow approach focuses on issues
concerned with the technical infrastructure of the Internet
(infrastructure and standardisation). The broad approach adds policy
issues. While on one end a platform has been set apart for people to
express themselves, there is also an apprehension that the control of
such a platform may be controlled by a select few. Whether or not
adecree will be arrived at is a matter of contention, but it is also true
ata technology like this will go a long way to promote the freedom
of expression. [l

Upasna Kakroo, upasna@csdms.in
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